November 2nd, 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

The holidays are just around the corner and so is our winter concert. The Eustis Middle School Band Winter Concert will be Thursday, November 17th, 2011 at 7:00 pm at the First Baptist Church of Eustis. 

Students are asked to be seated with their instrument for warm-up and tuning at 6:15pm. The concert will conclude at approximately 8:00pm. All steel drum members will unload and set up at the church from 4-5:00 and reload/unload at the conclusion of the concert. 

As stated in the 2011-12 band contract, sent home with every student their first day of school, the dress requirements for beginning, intermediate, and advanced band members will be the gold band shirt, black dress pants, black shoes, and black socks, if a belt is worn that is to be black. The jazz band will be white, button down, short sleeve shirt with a collar, tie (provided), black dress pants, black socks, and black shoes, if a belt is worn that is to be black.  STUDENTS NOT MEETING THE DRESS REQUIREMENTS WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT TOWARD THEIR PROGRESS REPORT FOR THIS PERFORMANCE.

As a part of the band program at EMS appropriate concert behavior is MANDATORY AT ALL TIMES! Inappropriate behavior is NOT ACCEPTABLE and consequences will be administered to those students choosing to behave inappropriately. Student expectations are taught and reviewed repeatedly during class. Additionally, I would like all parents/guardians to have another look at the dress requirements and rules of concert etiquette with their children to insure appropriate dress and behavior at this concert.  Modeling expected behavior is a powerful teaching tool.

Student expectations are as follows:

1) This performance is a learning experience in the musical education of these students. Students will be required to stay for the entire performance!   STUDENTS NOT STAYING FOR THE ENTIRE PERFORMANCE WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT TOWARD THEIR PROGRESS REPORT FOR THIS PERFORMANCE.

2) Be on time. 

3) NO TALKING during all performances and throughout the concert! 

4) DO NOT TALK and listen appreciatively while other groups are performing.  

5) Play ONLY their instrument and play ONLY when instructed.  

6) Remain seated during performances and throughout the concert, unless involved in the stage change. Make rest room stops before or after the concert. Due to student safety issues rest room breaks during the concert will not be allowed.

7) Applaud politely at appropriate times (hooting and hollering is not acceptable).  

8) The performance STARTS once students enter the building. The students are representing Eustis Middle School at a school-sponsored event.  This is a required performance and a part of each student’s grade.  

9) Inappropriate behavior is not acceptable and EMS discipline procedures will be followed.  

10) NO gum or candy!

Parents/Guardians please read the enclosed chaperone letter and return the bottom of the 2nd page of this letter by November 8th, 2011.

Musically,

Gerry Ricke, EMS Mustang Bands

Dear Parents/Guardians:

As the number of students increases in the EMS Band program the need for chaperones also increases. APPROPRIATE STUDENT BEHAVIOR IS A HIGH PRIORITY. Unfortunately, I cannot watch 100 students in the audience while 50 are performing. So, in order to make the concerts enjoyable for EVERYONE chaperones play an important part in helping maintain the appropriate atmosphere and behavior within the student sections.  Chaperones and up to three additional family members will be given preferential seating toward the front of the auditorium.

If students are not behaving appropriately the chaperone is asked to remind them of appropriate behavior. After that students should be escorted to an administrator for appropriate consequences. Each student’s name is on his or her band shirt for easy identification.

Chaperones may contact Mr. Ricke in advance or meet with Mr. Ricke at 6:00 on November 17th to answer any questions they may have. 

If you would be willing to chaperone please indicate by checking the blank below.

Gerry Ricke EMS Bands

==============================================================

Please make the selections that apply and return on or before November 8th, 2011
STUDENT NAME 




CLASS PERIOD

· I have reviewed the dress requirements and rules of concert etiquette with my child and understand their responsibilities.

· I would be willing to help chaperone. As a chaperone, I need reserved seating for a total of _____ seats.

PARENT SIGNATURE



PRINTED NAME
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