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Who can join?

Anyone can be in the band! No musical experience is necessary. Most students will be scheduled into band during the school day. Students must have an enrichment to fit band into a daily schedule. A waiver form requesting band as an elective is to be on file.

 

  What do you need?
An instrument, a book, and a desire to learn how to play an instrument.
What are the Instruments?

WOODWINDS
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Clarinet
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BRASS

Trumpet
        French Horn
      Trombone
     
      Baritone
          Tuba


♫ Those interested in saxophone must start on clarinet. Those interested in percussion must start on any brass or woodwind instrument. Sax and percussion will be picked from the top performers at the end of the first quarter.
 What Instrument Should I Play?
The students will be tested on the instruments to find the instrument at which they will be successful. When selecting an instrument the child's physical characteristic is also taken into consideration.
How Do I get a suitable Instrument?
Thirty years of experience have proven the plans listed below to be the easiest, most convenient, and most economical ways to obtain an instrument that will insure the success of your child. 

Plan A

Rent an instrument from a local Music Merchant – Recommended Plan for Beginners

Most students participate in the economical rent-to-own plan provided by local music merchants. There will be an “Open House/Instrument Display” at the Eustis Middle School Band Room, on the announced date. For your convenience, representatives from area music merchants will be available to discuss rental programs, and provide an instrument for that night, if you wish. Each store has an inexpensive introductory rental program for flutes, oboes, clarinets, trumpets, and trombones.  (Saxophones and percussion are selected from existing members at the end of the trial period)

        Advantages to renting are:

♪Students receive a quality instrument with an economical rental plan.

♫ Instruments are covered by insurance if lost or stolen or need repairs.

♪ Students can change to another instrument without cost if they are having difficulties.

♫ Parents have not spent a large sum of money should the student not be successful at band.

Payments can be made by cash, check, money order, or credit card. No matter the payment, most contracts require a credit card for a credit check. Please come prepared with that information. 

Plan B

Rent a School Instrument – Limited to school instruments

Tubas, Baritones, and French Horns are owned by the school and available for student use.  For an annual $50 maintenance fee and completion of the appropriate paperwork, students may check out school instruments to learn and play. These instruments are the financial responsibility of the student and parents should they be lost or stolen or need repair other than normal depreciation. 

Plan C

Band/Instrument Sponsorship Program

All students are welcome and encouraged to include music in their lives. This is a program, based on need, for those who desire a music education for their child but cannot meet the financial obligations. If this is the case please contact the director in writing for an application and forms. Once the application and all forms have been completed and returned, a sponsorship will be sought on your behalf. All information will be kept strictly confidential. 

When and where do I get an Instrument?

Please DO NOT purchase an unapproved instrument from an unapproved dealer! 

This includes the internet, pawn shops, and discount stores.
What may seem like a bargain today may cost hundreds of $$$ in repairs tomorrow. Please consult with Mr. Ricke before making ANY instrument purchase.

There will be an “Open House/Instrument Display” held from 4:30-6:30pm at the Eustis Middle School Band Room on August 30th. Attend at your convenience between 4:30 and 6:30. This meeting is for parents and students starting this FALL only. For your convenience, representatives from area music merchants will be available to discuss rental programs and provide an instrument that night, if you wish. Each store has an inexpensive introductory rental program for flutes, oboes, clarinets, trumpets, and trombones. Books and accessories will be available for purchase when you rent an instrument. Saxophones and percussion are selected from existing members at the end of the first quarter.

What Else Can We Do?

With participation in the band program comes responsibility on the part of the students, parents, and director, when choosing an instrument. It is also important to understand that not all football players are quarterbacks and not all baseball players are pitchers. What each individual plays is important to the success and efforts of the entire organization. Everyone is aware that a band will not sound good with 35 saxophones, 29 drummers, one trombone, and 54 flutes. When selecting an instrument, student’s physical characteristics will also be taken into consideration. For these reasons, students will be asked to play an instrument that will insure personal success as well as success for the organization.
How to Get Started

To begin this 2011.12 School Year:

 Fill out and return: 

The “Eustis Middle Band Request Form” – Page 7
More information will be sent home the first week of school.
Please visit the EMS Website weekly for important updates at: www.eustismiddleband.com
Quick Reminder List
· No experience necessary.
· Students must have an enrichment to fit band into a daily schedule.

· I will test students and help select an instrument that they will like and be successful.

· Any required schedule changes will be made on or before Monday.
· DO NOT purchase an instrument from the internet, pawn shops, or discount stores!

· “Instrument display open house” will be August 30th from 4:30-6:30pm come at your convenience. Local music merchants will be there for to rent an instrument that night if you wish.

· Each student will need an acceptable instrument, appropriate book, any necessary accessories i.e. reeds and valve oil. Everything is available at the Open House. There are programs for everyone’s need and situation.

· All information will be sent home with students during the first week. 

· Beginners will perform two concerts, two local parades, and an optional “Universal Studios Performance/Park Field Trip”

· You will need to purchase a combination padlock for your band locker.

· EMS BAND BOOSTERS MEETING 9/12/2011 -  6:00PM Band Room

· All Band Parents Welcome
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Eustis Middle Band Request Form 2011.12
Dear Sirs:

I request that my child:

______________________________________________
First and Last Name
Be enrolled in the Eustis Middle School Band program.

Sincerely, 

Parent Signature




Parent Printed Name


Date
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